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west lavington, west sussex  

DunforD House



PROPERTY SUMMARY

 + a victorian villa-style grade ii listed building 
with additional outbuildings set in approximately 
53.84 acres (21.79ha) of extensive grounds and 
woodland.

 + the main house comprises a grade ii listed 
building with 19 en-suite bedrooms, extending to 
approximately 11,300 sq ft, with a modern single 
level extension providing a further 5 en-suite 
bedrooms within 1,165 sq ft.

 + a coach house provides a further six bedrooms, 
extending to approximately 4,000 sq ft.

 + a 3 bedroom bungalow, extending to 
approximately 1,500 sq ft, previously used as a 
manager’s house.

 + Currently in a C2 planning use class. 

 + situated in a rural location approximately 1.3 miles 
to the south of Midhurst and 9 miles to the north 
of east Chichester.

 + within the administrative boundary of south 
Downs national Park and Chichester District 
Council.

 + will be of interest to hoteliers, commercial and 
community users, as well as residential home 
owners (subject to planning permission). 

DunforD Hollow • west lavington • west 
sussex • gu29 0af

DunforD House
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LOcATiOn 

Dunford House is located within the expansive 
grounds of Dunford Hollow in Heyshott south of 
Midhurst, west sussex.

it sits within the Parish of Heyshott, the District 
ward of easebourne, the District of Chichester 
and the south Downs national Park. the south 
Downs national Park authority (sDnPa) is the 
local planning authority.

the property and grounds are accessed just off 
the a286 via Dunford Hollow a single road lane. 
the property is approximately 1.3 miles to the 
south of Midhurst and 9 miles to the north east 
of Chichester and therefore communications are 
excellent. 

HiSTORY And dEScRiPTiOn 

Dunford House was built we believe in 1852 for 
the manufacturer and politician richard Cobden, 
on the site of the earlier farmhouse where he was 
born. it was designed by frederick K wehnert of 
wehnert and ashdown. it has been suggested 
that the notable garden designer sir Joseph 
Paxton, who advised Cobden on planting, was 
involved in the design of the associate glass 
houses. 

Depictions from the mid-19th century show 
the completed house in an italianate style with 
adjoining four and five storey towers (these 
were later removed in the latter half of the 20th 
Century). 

the estate appears on the 1st edition os map 
in 1875 and the main house had a u-shaped 
footprint with a rear wing to the north. also 
depicted is a formal garden, kitchen garden, glass 
house, stables and coach house, entrance lodges 
and a nearby farm complex. 
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the family lived in the house until 1919. 

the house was conveyed to the ownership of 
YMCa england in 1951 to be used for educational 
purposes. at this time some internal changes 
occurred including the addition of en-suites to 
bedrooms and the rearrangement of rooms in 
the northern and rear wing. the building was also 
extended to the north-west, on the site of the 
earlier garden and former detached glasshouse. 
the YMCa closed in 2018 and the property has 
remained closed since.

Dunford House is a substantial building set within 
approximately 39.5 acres (15.99 ha) of grounds 
and woodland with the ownership of the land 
parcel extending to the north and south beyond 
the curtilage of the house. the house is a victorian 
villa-style property with a converted coach house 
to the north and a 3-bedroom bungalow (known 
as the warren) attached on its western side.

the house was heavily extended in the 1970s: 
the old stables building was converted into a 
dining hall, with seminar room and small chapel, 
with accommodation above. a new wing to the 
main house provided additional bedrooms, and 
a new conference room was added. alterations 
have been made to bedrooms to provide en-
suite facilities. the Paxton solarium was then 
refurbished in 1991.

.



AccOMMOdATiOn 
Detailed existing plans as well as proposed plans are 
available upon request.

Sq m Sq ft

Ground Floor of 
main house 

580.8 6,252

First Floor of 
main house and 

wing 

716.6 7,713

Second Floor of 
main house

n/a n/a

Ground Floor of 
Coach House 

246.5 2,653 

First Floor of 
Coach House 

122.5 1,319 

Ground Floor of 
The Warren 

82.1 884

PLAnning
the property is located within the administrative boundaries of Chichester District 
Council and south Downs national Park authority (sDnPa). the pre-submission version 
of the south Downs local Plan (2017) was submitted to the secretary of state for 
independent examination in april 2018 and as such its policies are given considerable 
weight in assessing planning applications. the policies within the Chichester District 
Council local Plan – first review (1999) are also currently afforded considerable weight. 

Dunford House is located within the defined rural area, outside of any defined 
settlement Policy area and within the national Park. the north eastern part of the site, 
including the majority of the footprint of the main house, but excluding the coach house, 
is within flood Zone 2. Part of the site is within the Bats Home and Movement network, 
and the sssi impact risk Zone. the main house is grade ii listed and the coach house is 
also likely to be considered as listed by virtue of curtilage. 

Pre-application advice was sought from the local authority in July 2018 for a 
hypothetical scheme of 9 no. dwellings based on conversion of the parts of the site 
which display heritage interest, and redevelopment of the other parts of the site with no 
heritage interest, to increase the floor area across the site by up to 50%. the response 
confirmed that the site is in a location where residential development would not normally 
be permitted, however, the nPPf makes provision for ‘enabling development’ where 
development would represent the optimal viable use of a heritage asset and allow its 
future to be secured. it was also confirmed that wider discussions were needed with 
sDnPa as to potential alternative uses. 

More recently a pre-application was made for consideration into change of use from C2 conference and training centre to a wellness Centre and wedding venue 
(sui generis). the proposed use was not initially supported by the nPa and so an application (sDnP/20/01390/ful) was made for listed building consent for 
alterations to the building and change of use from C2 conference and training centre to C3 residential. Planning was refused in october 2020 and then appealed in 
february 2021. the appeal was decided in august 2021 and was successful in respect of alterations which were deemed to preserve the listed building, however the 
appeal was refused in respect of change of use from C2 to C3 on the grounds the proposal would result in the loss of a community facility contrary to Policy sD43 
of the local Plan. 

we are therefore of the opinion that the site in the main would suit a hotel, wedding venue, commercial or institutional use (stPP) that would preserve the listed 
status of the building whilst also engage with the public at large. enabling C3 residential would therefore also be achievable in part with one of these uses (stPP). 
in order for all three buildings to achieve unrestricted C3 consent a marketing period which demonstrated no viable commercial interest over a 24 month period 
would be required. 

the above information is given without prejudice or liability. all parties should make their own enquiries.
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gEnERAL inFORMATiOn

Rating & council Tax 
we understand that the following entry appears on the 2017 valuation list 
as follows: 
 

Property Address description Rateable Value

Dunford House, 
Heyshott, Midhurst, 
west sussex

residential training 
centre and premises

£65,000.00

the national Multiplier for england and wales for rating 2021/2022 is 
£0.512.

Fixture & Fittings
all fixtures and fittings within each of the respective buildings are 
included in the sale. 

Tenure
freehold. 

Transaction Type
the sale will be sold via private treaty with vacant possession. 

Price 
offers are invited in the order of £2 million for the property and 14.34 
acres (5.8ha) of associated land and woodland. a further 39.5 acres 
(15.99ha) is available by way of separate negotiation. 

VAT
vat is applicable at the going rate. 



Published for the purposes of identification only and although believed to be correct its accuracy is not guaranteed. Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Map with the 
permission of the Controller of H.M. Stationery Office © Crown copyright licence number 100024244 Savills (L&P) Limited.
Savills, their clients and any joint agents give notice that: 
1.  They are not authorised to make or give any representations or warranties in relation to the property either here or elsewhere, either on their own behalf or on behalf 

of their client or otherwise. They assume no responsibility for any statement that may be made in these particulars. These particulars do not form part of any offer or 
contract and must not be relied upon as statements or representations of fact.

2.  Any areas, measurements or distances are approximate. The text, photographs and plans are for guidance only and are not necessarily comprehensive. It should not be 
assumed that the property has all necessary planning, building regulation or other consents and Savills have not tested any services, equipment or facilities. Purchasers 
must satisfy themselves by inspection or otherwise. August 2021
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cOnTAcT 

Adam Bullas 
Director 
023 8071 3957
abullas@savills.com

Savills commercial
2 Charlotte Place
Southampton
SO14 0TB

david carter 
Director 
01483 266 705
dcarter@housepartnership.co.uk

EPc
ePC’s will provided to interested parties upon request. the individual buildings have been awarded 
the following ratings

• Dunford House – D77

• the Coach House – D82

• the warren – C73 

Anti-Money Laundering Regulations
in accordance with anti-Money laundering regulations, the preferred purchaser will be required to 
provide identification and proof of address, prior to exchange. 

Additional information & Viewing
further information will be provided upon request and subject to status. 

viewings will be permitted upon request via either joint agent.  

House Partnership
Astra House
The Common
Cranleigh, GU6 8RZ


